
Sustainability and Climate Change
The University of Minnesota Responds

We know that progress in fighting climate change is  
measured in the day-to-day commitments of individuals and 
communities, businesses and institutions.

At the University of Minnesota, we are committed to doing our 
part and more, systemwide, and to sharing our success stories 
with colleagues across Minnesota. We can all learn from each 
other. And these lessons can help us create  
sustainable solutions that will serve generations to come.

WHERE WE HAVE BEEN AND WHAT WE ARE DOING

For more than a decade, the University of Minnesota has been a 
leader in tackling the challenge of climate change. In 2004, the 
University joined the Chicago Climate Exchange, the first U.S. 
market for capping and reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and 
the Board of Regents adopted the Sustainability and Energy 
Efficiency policy to lead on sustainability and cut emissions.

In 2008, the University signed the Second Nature Carbon  
Commitment to eliminate emissions and integrate climate 
change into teaching and research, and has since achieved  
significant success in implementing its goals.

The University of Minnesota is committed to achieving  
carbon neutrality by 2050 or sooner, with ambitious near-term 
emission reduction goals for each campus:
	 Twin Cities: 60% reduction by 2033
	 Duluth: 97% reduction by 2038
	 Rochester: 85% reduction by 2034
	 Crookston: 54% reduction by 2034
	 Morris: 87% reduction by 2035

Across all five system campuses, climate action plans share key 
resilience elements, focusing on enhancing infrastructure,  
protecting the natural environment, and strengthening the  
community, ensuring an ambitious response to the challenges of 
climate change.
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Twin Cities: Goals and Strategies by 
Mitigation and Resilience Areas

The University of Minnesota Twin Cities has committed to ambitious climate action through its 2023 Climate 
Action Plan (CAP) and its first-ever 2024 Climate Resilience Plan (CRP). These plans outline bold goals and 
actionable strategies to address climate change comprehensively.

Mitigation Goals and Strategies
	 Overall Goal:
		  Reduce emissions by 60% by 2033 (compared to 2019 levels)
		  Achieve carbon neutrality by 2050 or sooner

	 Key Areas:
		  Electricity: Eliminate emissions from purchased electricity by 2033
		  Heating and Cooling: Transition to renewable energy and reduce energy usage campus wide
		  Commuting: Expand sustainable commuting options accessible to all
		  University Fleet: Right-size and electrify campus vehicles to reduce emissions
		  University-Sponsored Travel: Develop a mission-driven offset program to mitigate emissions  
		  from air travel

Resilience Goals and Strategies
The Twin Cities campus is uniquely vulnerable to climate impacts, including extreme temperatures,  
flooding, and changes in rainfall patterns. The Climate Resilience Plan addresses these challenges with  
initiatives across the campus community, infrastructure/energy, and environment:

	 Key Areas:
		  Campus Community:
			   Train and support essential employees to adapt to climate impacts
			   Address public health concerns with targeted resources for vulnerable populations
		  Infrastructure/Energy:
			   Retrofit buildings to meet advanced climate resilience standards
			   Achieve 99.5% generator reliability for emergency power needs
		  Environment:
			   Expand tree canopy with resilient species for cooling and stormwater management
			   Maximize green spaces to enhance climate adaptation and community well-being
			   Stabilize the Mississippi River bank with sustainable management and design

These plans demonstrate the University’s leadership in sustainability and resilience, leveraging innovative 
approaches to achieve emissions reductions and adapt to a changing climate. Together, the Climate Action 
Plan and Climate Resilience Plan build a roadmap for a sustainable and resilient future, ensuring the Twin 
Cities campus remains a leader in climate action for generations to come.
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